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Environmental Statement 2007-08
Introduction

UPSU continues to be as environmentally friendly as possible and has this year used the NUSSL Sound Impact award as a means to conduct an environmental audit of our building and processes.

The audit, which we have done for the first time this year, analyses a number of key areas for assessment, including:

· Environmental Impact

· Environmental Monitoring 

· Environmental Legisliation 

· Reducing, Reuse and Refuse

· Electricity

· Heating

· Trasnport

· Campaigns and Policy

· Procurement and Ethics

In addition to this the University of Plymouth has done an environmental audit with high focus on utility use – this can be obtained on request. 

Key Findings
For a first audit at UPSU we have done well. The audit highlighted our strengths in a number of areas and has also highlighted those areas that require further work. Due to the University of Plymouths excellence in sustainability a great deal of our utility, waste, building and procurement management is of excellent quality and has been included within their own audits.
UPSU currently does not have access to metrics on its utility use and waste output but will continue to work with the university to get access to this data.
UPSU Impacts / Areas of Improvement
· Transport

· UPSU hires long-term pool cars as well as additional cars and minibuses for business travel and for sports and societies transportation. As such, UPSU will clock up many miles worth of travel and currently doesn’t do enough to offset this.
· UPSU will aim to improve its sustainability in regards to transport by looking at offsetting fuel use, including sustainable driving as part of training for drivers and enhancing sustainable transport methods for staff and students. UPSU will also consider the environmental aspects of its car hire which is due for renewal in the next year.

· Procurement

· UPSU will strive to enhance its procurement of sustainablly sources products which, outside of the ‘commercial service’ areas, includes (but is not limited to):

· Paper and Ink for marketing

· UPSU clothing

· Commercial Services

· With our bars and shop being a major aspect of our operation UPSU will strive to increase its efforts in the areas of refuse, reuse and recycle over the next year.

· We will also further develop our environmental policy to ensure that products for the bars are bought with sustainability in mind.

· Utilities

· Whilst the University of Plymouth procures and manages all of our utilities UPSU will strive to improve the use of water, electricity and gas. This will be monitored throughout the year and will hopefully move use towards increased monitoring of our utility use.

· Building Work

· UPSU is still in a period of building renovation and will continue to ensure that, where at all possible, new build areas include sustainablly procured products and materials and that building designs include a sustainability plan (e.g. light sensors).
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