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International Volunteering Opportunities

1) Organisations offering short term overseas opportunities: (less than 3 months)

· Aviva provide placements working with children or conservation for a period of between 4 – 6 weeks in South Africa, costs vary. 

Web: www.aviva-sa.com

Email: info@aviva-sa.com
· Biosphere Expeditions offer placements on conservation projects across the world and won the 2006 ‘Best Volunteering Organisation’ award from First Choice Responsible Tourism.  Placements are between 2 – 4 weeks and costs vary.

Web: www.biosphere-expeditions.org
Email: info@biosphere-expeditions.org
· BTCV provide voluntary placements in conservation across Europe, North America, Africa, Asia and Australasia. Placement lengths and costs vary.

Web: www.btcv.org

Email: information@btcv.org.uk
· Changing Worlds offer placements in North and South America, Asia and Africa on conservation projects. Placements are usually 8 weeks long, and costs vary. Changing Worlds were a founding member of the Year Out Group and are ATOL protected

Web: www.changingworlds.co.uk
      Email: welcome@changingworlds.co.uk
· Concern enable willing volunteers the opportunity to undertake global challenges in a variety of locations including the Himalayas, China, Peru and Europe. Challenges last 2 – 4 weeks, and costs vary.

Web: www.concern.net
Email: londoninfo@concern.net
· Raleigh offer placements conservation and animal welfare across Asia and Africa. Placements last between 5 – 10 weeks and costs vary depending on location.

Web: www.raleigh.org.uk
Email: info@raleigh.org.uk 

· Volunteer Africa provide placements for volunteers keen on construction/improving local infrastructure in Tanzania and East Africa. Placement lengths vary between 4, 7 or 10 weeks and costs depend on placement length.

Web: www.volunteerafrica.org
Email: (see contacts page)

2) Organisations offering both short & long term overseas opportunities: (1 - 3 months or 6+ months)

· African Conservation Experience offers placements ranging in length from 1 – 3 months. Placement opportunities are in South Africa and costs depend on which project volunteers are interested in.

Web: www.conservationafrica.net

Email: (see contacts page)

· Greenforce provide placements in conservation for a minimum of 3 months. Greenforce is supported by a number of reputable companies, including National Geographic, STA Travel and more. Plus it was a founding member of the Year Out Group.

Web: www.greenforce.org
  
Email: info@greenforce.org
· International Voluntary Services offer placements of a variety of lengths and costs, usually 2 – 3 weeks (Europe) or 3 – 12 months (various). 

Web: www.ivs-gb.org.uk
Email: ivssouth@ivs-gb.org.uk 

· UNA Exchange provides many different opportunities in more than 50 countries worldwide. There are short term projects (1 – 4 weeks), medium term placements (1 – 4 months) and long term placements (up to 12 months).

Web: www.unaexchange.org 
Email: unaexchange@btinternet.com 

· Voluntary Services Overseas (VSO) is an international development charity that works with volunteers who share their professional skills and expertise on placements in 34 of the world's poorest countries.

Web: www.vso.org.uk 
Email: infoservices@vso.org.uk 

3) Organisations offering long term opportunities: (6 – 12 months)

· Africa & Asia Venture is a specialist gap year organisation and a founding member of the Year Out Group. They offer a wide variety of opportunities including; teaching, coaching sport, conservation work and construction projects in Africa and Asia. Typical placement length is 5 – 6 months and costs vary depending on location.
Web: www.aventure.co.uk

Email: av@aventure.co.uk 

· Africa Trust offer placements working with disadvantaged children in the UK, Ghana, Morocco and the Cameroon. Placement lengths vary between 3 – 6 months, some last longer and costs vary depending on time and location.

Web: www.africatrust.org.uk
Email: (see contacts page)

· BUNAC provide voluntary placements ranging between 6 – 12 months in North America, Australasia and South Africa. Placements enable volunteers the opportunity to help in conservation, teaching and general working holidays. Costs vary depending on location.

Web: www.bunac.org/uk
Email: enquiries@bunac.org.uk 

· I – to – I offer ‘Run i-Ventures’ which are voluntary projects that last from 1- 6 weeks in over 19 countries around the world. Projects are open to everyone aged 17 to 70 and projects range between teaching English, conservation, media, health, building and care work projects.

Web: www.i-to-i.com
Email: info@i-to-i.com 

The following information may be relevant for volunteers seeking International opportunities and Horizon Volunteering would advise volunteers to research any organisations offering international opportunities, before handing over any money or leaving the country!










Books:





The Ethical Travel Guide, (Polly Patullo)


The Back Door Guide to short-term job adventures: Internships, Seasonal Jobs, Volunteering, (Michael Landes)


Volunteer Tourism: Experiences that make a difference, (Stephen Wearing)





“Never doubt that a small group of committed people can change the world. Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has.”











Please contact Horizon volunteering if you require any additional support.





Office: Top floor, Coventry University Students’ Union, Priory Street.


Tel: 02476795210


Email: volunteering.su@coventry.ac.uk

















Websites:





� HYPERLINK "http://www.fco.gov.uk/travel" ��www.fco.gov.uk/travel�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.gapyearreview.co.uk/" ��www.gapyearreview.co.uk/�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.responsibletravel.com" ��www.responsibletravel.com� (see volunteer travel link, left hand side of page!)


� HYPERLINK "http://www.tourismconcern.org.uk" ��www.tourismconcern.org.uk�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.volunteering.org.uk/IWantToVolunteer" ��www.volunteering.org.uk/IWantToVolunteer�











About International Volunteering…


There is now a wide choice of organisations offering international volunteer projects on both a short and long term basis, but if you are new to this area and not sure of who to volunteer with, Horizon Volunteering have created a list of organisations to get you started. 





However, Horizon Volunteering does not have any formal links with any of the organisations listed and only gives this information as a guide.





Horizon Volunteering urge all volunteers, interested in international volunteering opportunities to check out possible organisations and companies before handing over any money or leaving the country.





Please also see our ‘general tips’ sheet for further guidance.














